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To sum up:  indirect costs are real costs, the university is entitled to full reimbursement for direct and indirect costs of on-going sponsored research, and, if society increases the indirect costs by loading on universities functions other than research and instruction, society should pay the corresponding bill. At that, university research is a terrific bargain.
FREDERIC M. RICHARDS:
A great mistake was made in the late fifties or early sixties when the flat rate reimbursement for indirect costs was given up.  We should get back to that procedure as soon as possible. The divisiveness of the present system is approaching disaster proportions.
Indirect cost reimbursement as presently carried out is simply a politically acceptable procedure for general federal support of higher education. Strong statements to the contrary on the part of the universities and the detailed and complex formulas by which these funds are calculated do not contradict this statement. There is a valid reason for the government to support higher education, but it should not be done through the indirect cost component of research support.  A mechanism must be found for divorcing these two problems.
3. The terms of financial accountability. JAMES M. BEGGS;
Financial accountability is essential to the proper stewardship of public funds, but it would be well if the cost principles could be brought more into harmony with the nature of university operations and the current requirements reevaluated to determine if all of them are actually necessary, i.e., useful and meaningful. Resolution of the "time and effort" reporting problem would be a major breakthrough.
RANDALL P. BEZANSON:
Quite frankly, I do not believe accountability is now being achieved. This is not because colleges and universities are failing to undertake the substantial and very